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horses than  cows  were  reared.     In abnormal  parturition,
however, when it does occur in the mare, there is as a rule
more urgency and danger than in the cow, as well as more
difficulty in affording relief.    This greater danger is due to
several causes.    The mare is quick and impatient, and the
labour is tumultuous; so that if there is dystokia, sometimes
the difficulties of correction are increased or become insur-
mountable, and much damage is done to the genital passage.
The violent expulsive efforts of the mare soon paralyze the
hands and arms of the operator.    Owing to the nature of the
plaeentation in the mare, the duration of the life of the foal,
in the case of abnormal labour, does not extend beyond the
fourth hour, and when dead the foetus undergoes rigor mortis ;
its position is then less easily changed, decomposition soon
sets in, and emphysema may increase its size enormously.
The neck and limbs of the foal are also very long, and, when
abnormally   placed,   present   very   great   difficulty   to   the
obstetrist in reaching and adjusting with his hand.    Injuries
and wounds to the genital passage of the mare are exceedingly
liable to serious septic infection, and penetrating wounds of
the abdomen nearly always lead to a fatal termination.    In
the cow, on the other hand, the temperament is phlegmatic,
and serious injury from  labour may not result for hours.
The calf usually lives for six or eight hours, and because the
cow is not very excitable, and its expulsive efforts are not so
vigorous, it is more easily manipulated, and abnormal presenta-
tions more readily corrected.   In the sheep and goat parturi-
tion is often protracted, and assistance is not easily rendered,
owing to the introduction of the hand into the uterus not
being always possible.   Assistance is not often required during
parturition in the sow; but when the veterinary surgeon is
called in,  not only does he find it difficult to insert his
hand into the vagina because of the swelling of the mucous
membrane, caused by previous manipulation of the owners
or attendants, but the presenting foetus is often dead, and
frequently, also, those still lying in the horns of the uterus.
Dystokia in the  sow under  ordinary circumstances means
usually a protracted case; and even if the presenting foetus is
successfully removed, the others following it require the atten-
tion of the veterinarian.   Cases of dystokia are not infrequent